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Since the photographs of the Dead Sea Scrolls were released in 1992, there has been an explosion

of interest in them. This volume explores the issue of apocalypticism in the Scrolls; how the notions

of the 'end', Messianic expectation and eternal life affected the Dead Sea sect, influenced Judaism

and filtered into Christianity. Collins' volume provides a valuable and accessible introduction to the

interpretation of the Scrolls, which is an informative addition to the series examining the major

themes of the Scroll texts.
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Apocalypticism in the Dead Sea Scrolls is well written and informative. The basic thesis in this book

is the differing Apocalyptic views that prevailed during different periods of history, with the Dead Sea

Scrolls being the main subject. I found this book interesting, and informative without criticism. There

is also information in here as to the book of Enoch- very early beliefs. From there it goes to Dead

Sea Scroll sects and the expectation of messiahs, the teacher of righteousness, rewards and

punishments in the last Apocalyptic days. This author, John J. collins, wrote an excellent overview

of similar but varying belief systems. He goes to show how history has affected and altered beliefs,

but not completely! This book is well worth its price for anyone interested in Apocalypticism.
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